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Vietnamese History need not be treated as an instrument of educational "torture”. History offers
both enormous heuristic potential for solving 21st-century issues and alternative methods for
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exploration. The so-called conventional demands made by the field - namely memorization of
names and dates - are not actually the study of History. Given a new approach that promotes
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problem solving and textual analysis, we can develop programs to help students foster skills

critical to careers as well as communities.
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